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to New Orleans. Now that the troubles are begin-
ning to subside, they are thinking of reé&stablishing
this Mission. Father Moran was among the Aliba-
mons some years ago. The impossibility of
exercising his Ministry, as regards both the Savages
and the French, induced the Superior to recall him
and confide to him the direction of the Nuns and of
the King's hospital, which is in our charge.®

The English, as well as the French, trade among
the Alibamon Savages. You can imagine what an
obstacle this may be to the progress of Religion.
The English are ever ready to preach controversy.
Would a poor Savage be in a position to make a
choice? At present we have no one among the
Akansas. Such, my Reverend Father, is the state
of our Mission. The remainder of my letter will be
a short description of this country. I shall give
particulars which will perhaps be of little interest to
you, but which would become useful to this country
if the Government would take into consideration a
portion of what is herein contained.

The mouth of the Mississipi lies on the 29th
degree of north latitude. The King maintains a
small garrison there, and also a Pilot to meet vessels
and bring them into the river. The multitude of
islands and of banks—mnot of sand, but of mud —
which fill it, make its entrance very difficult for those
who have never been there. The question is, to find
the channel; and there is only one Pilot who is
accustomed to the place and knows it thoroughly.
Vessels experience difficulty in ascending the Missis-
sipi. Besides the fact that the tide of the sea is not
felt in it, it winds continually; so that it is necessary
either to tow, or to have at one’s command wind



